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revealed religion, but to confirm the spirit of ac-
quiescence in whatever creed we happen to be
born and brought up. . A Mohammedan could
apply all the pleadings of the Apology for Ray-
mond de Sebonde to justify his faith in Moham-
med ; a Buddhist could apply them to justify his
faith in Buddha. Christianity might well look
with suspicion upon its self-constituted champion.
Having eloquently set forth the insignificance
of the place occupied by man in the vast universe,
man whose conditions are governed by the stars,
and who except through obedience can have no
commerce with the heavens, Montaigne proceeds
to demonstrate that he has no real advantage over
the brutes that perish, the most ugly and abject
of whom he most nearly resembles. It is true
that he is cursed with imagination more than
they, and has created for. himself unnatural desires
and a swarm of vices unknown to them. The re-
morseless critic strips man to the shirt and dis-
covers him to be but a poor, bare, forked animal.
As for his knowledge, does it exempt him from
evils? Or rather is not the opinion of wisdom
his special plague? " I have seen in my time a
hundred artisans, a hundred labourers wiser and
happier than the rectors of the University. . . .
A thousand poor simple women (mille femme-
kites} have lived in a village a life more equable,
more sweet, more constant than that of Cicero."
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